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SUBJECT: ROK REACTIONS TO PANMUNJOM DEVELOPMENTS 
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BEGIN SUMMARY: KOREAN PRESS PAST THREE DAYS CONTINUED 
ITS COVERAGE OF PANMUNJOM RELATED EVENTS BUT AT LESSENED PACE. 
THERE WAS MIXTURE OF REACTIONS TO COURSE OF EVENTS WITH SOME 
EDITORIAL AND PRIVATE COMMENT PLAYING UP GAINS FROM INCIDENT 
AND STRENGTHENING EFFECT IT HAS HAD ON ROK/US RELATIONS WHILE 
OTHERS STRESSED PATTERN OF RETREAT SINCE INCIDENT OOOK PLACE. 
HOWEVER, WHILE SOME DISAPPOINTMENT CLEARLY LINGERED BENEATH 
SURFACE, PAPERS CONTINUE TO AVOID DIRECT CRITICISM OF U.S. 
HANDLING OF INCIDENT. END SUMMARY. 
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1 . KOREAN PRESS CONCENTRATED ITS ATTENTION OVER WEEKEND 
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OF AUGUST 28-29 ON PROSPECTS FOR 381ST MAC MEETING SCHEDULED 
FOR FIVE PM ON AUGUST 28, TOO LATE TO BE COVERED IN MAJOR 
DAILIES. BY AUG 31 THEY HAD SHIFTED ATTENTION TO FORTHCOMING 
SECRETARIES' MEETING. 

2. ONLY WEEKEND EDITORIAL COMMENT NOTED APPEARED AUGUST 

28 IN KUK-JE SHIN-BO FROM PUSAN. EDITORIAL WRITERS ADMITTED 
"DISAPPOINTMENT AND A SENSE OF FRUSTRATION" AT DEVELOPMENT OF 
SITUATION SINCE AUGUST 18 INCIDENT. NEVERTHELESS, WRITERS 
POINT OUT THAT KIM IL-SONG’S MESSAGE IS FIRST SUCH IN 23 

YEARS OF ARMISTICE AND THAT HIS TERM "REGRET" "MEANS 
SOMETHING MORE" THAN USUAL. WRITERS CONCLUDE, IN VEIN 
FOLLOWED IN OTHER COMMENTARIES SEEN LATELY, THAT CLASH HAS 
"FURTHER SOLIDIFIED FRIENDLY TIES" BETWEEN ROK AND US AND 
THAT FINAL OUTCOME, BOTH MILITARILY AND DIPLOMATICALLY, WILL 
BE ADVANTAGEOUS TO ROK. THIS POINT IS BEING MADE TO US 
INCREASINGLY IN PRIVATE AS WELL AS IN NEWS COMMENTARY, 
ALTHOUGH ROK MILITARY OFFICERS WE TALK TO CONTINUE HARD LINE 
PRESSURE FOR TOUGHER RESPONSE. 

3. ENGLISH-LANGUAGE PRESS OF PAST FEW DAYS CONTINUED TO CALL 
FOR CAUTION IN EVALUATING NORTH'S PROPOSAL TO SPLIT DMZ. ON 
AUGUST 28, OFFICIAL KOREA HERALD RAN EDITORIAL STRESSING NEED 
FOR NORTH KOREAN (NK) GUARANTEES OF SAFETY AND CHANGE 

IN NK ATTITUDES BEFORE NK PROPOSAL IS CONSIDERED. SEPARATE 
FEATURE ARTICLE QUOTED "SOME KOREAN MILITARY SOURCES" AS 
POINTING OUT DANGERS IN PROPOSAL ALONG LINES OF CHOSON ILBO 
ARTICLE NOTED IN REFTEL (B). KOREA TIMES FEATURE AUGUST 

29 TERMED KIM’S REPLY OF AUGUST 19 A "PROSTRATION" AND 
SPECULATED THAT PRESSURE FROM USSR AND PRC, IN ADDITION TO 
"UNC'S UNPRECEDENTLY STRONG POSITION," MAY HAVE OCCASIONED 
IT. WRITER CONCLUDES THAT ROK COMES OUT OF INCIDENT ON 
"HIGHER END OF THE SEESAW" AND THAT NK PROPOSAL IS 
PROBABLY A DECEPTION TO "GET OUT OF THE PRESENT DIFFICULT 
SITUATION CHEAPLY." 

4. AFTERNOON PAPERS ON AUGUST 30, THOUGH NOT DIRECTLY 
CRITICIZING US, POINTED OUT PROBLEMS IN DRAT .TNG WITH 
NORTH WHICH REPRESENT INDIRECT CRITICISM OF JOINT US-ROK 
LINE FOLLOWED SO FAR IN DEALING WITH NK. IN ITS EDITORIAL 
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AND FEATURE ARTICLES, TONGA ILBO POINTED TO PATTERN OF UN 
SIDE'S YIELDING TO OBSTINANCY OF NORTH, BY GIVING UP ON 
ONE "PRECONDITION" AFTER ANOTHER AND THUS LOSING ITS FOCUS 
ON IMPORTANT ISSUES OF REPARATIONS AND PUNISHMENT. TONGA 
PREDICTED THAT, AS RESULT, SECRETARIES' MEETING, TO WHICH 
UN SIDE FINALLY AGREED, WOULD NOT GO SMOOTHLY BECAUSE OF THE 
DIFFERENCE IN EXPECTATIONS OF THE TWO SIDES. 
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5. TONE OF TREATMENT IN OFFICIAL SEOUL SHINMUN WAS LESS 
CRITICAL OF LINE TAKEN IN DEALINGS WITH NORTH, BUT STILL 
INSISTED THAT UN SIDE MUST FOLLOW PRINCIPLES AND RESPOND 
TO PUBLIC OPINION CALLING FOR PREVENTION OF FURTHER 
PROVOCATIONS. NK MUST ADMIT RESPONSIBILITY FOR INCIDENT 
SO THAT SIMILAR PLOTS MAY BE DISCOURAGED IN FUTURE. 

SNEIDER 
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